ZITA MARIA AROCHA

2651 Mayfield Lane

Las Cruces, NM  88007

(505-642-2124) 

zarocha@utep.edu 

EDUCATION 

M.F.A. in bilingual Creative Writing, University of Texas at El Paso. May 2012. Thesis: Adios, Cuba: A memoir.

M.A. in English and Comparative Literature, University of South Florida, Tampa, Fla. 1975.   
B.A. in English and Spanish, University of South Florida, Tampa, Fla.  1973.

Summer program, University of San Francisco at Valencia, Spain. 1972.

EMPLOYMENT 
Associate Professor of Practice, Department of Communication, University of Texas at El Paso. Fall 2014 – present.
Director, borderzine.com, Department of Communication. UTEP. Fall 2008 –present.

Senior Lecturer, Department of Communication, University of Texas at El Paso.  Fall 2002 – Spring 2014

Coordinator, internships, Department of Communication.  UTEP. Spring 2007  – Spring 2011.

Associate Director, Sam Donaldson Center for Communication Studies, Fall 2002 – Spring 2009.  
Training Coordinator, Chips Quinn Scholars Program, The Freedom Forum, Arlington, VA.   September 2000  – January 2002.

Freedom Forum Journalism Fellow, University of Texas at El Paso. Fall 1999 – Summer 2000.  

Director of the Annual Conference, Council on Foundations, Washington, DC. 1998–1999. 

President & CEO, Zita Arocha & Associates Strategic Fundraising, Bethesda, MD. 1996-1998. 

Executive Director, National Association of Hispanic Journalists, Washington, DC.  1993-1996.

Freelance Journalist, Bethesda, MD. 1989 –1993. 

Metro Reporter, The Washington Post, Washington, DC. 1985 – 1989.

Criminal Court Reporter, The Miami News, Miami, Fla. 1983 – 1985.

Staff Writer, The Miami Herald (Broward Bureau) and El Nuevo Herald, Miami, Fla. 1978 – 1983.

Higher Education Reporter, The Tampa Times, Tampa, Fla. 1976 – 1978.

Undergraduate Courses Taught
Applied Interactive Magazine – Fall 2013 

Investigative Reporting and Newsgathering – Fall 2013 

Intermediate Multimedia Writing – Spring 2013 

Applied Interactive Magazine ​– Spring 2013 

Ethnographic Methods and Journalism, honors class co taught with Dr. Gina Nunez – Spring 2013 

Investigative Reporting and Newsgathering – Spring 2012

Intermediate Multimedia Writing – Spring 2012 

Internship class – Spring 2007 to Spring 2011   
Investigative Reporting and Newsgathering – Fall 2006 (UTEP)

Advanced Investigative and Public Affairs Reporting (Graduate) – Fall 2006 (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – Spring 2006 (UTEP) 

Pubic Affairs Reporting (bilingual) – Spring 2006 (UTEP) 

Advanced Journalistic Writing (Graduate) – Spring 2006  (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – two sections, one bilingual – Fall 2005 (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – two sections, one bilingual – Spring 2005 (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – two sections – Fall 2004 (UTEP)

Writing for the Media – two sections – Spring 2004 (UTEP)

Writing for the Media – two sections  - Fall 2003 (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – two sections – Spring 2003 (UTEP) 

Writing for the Media – one section – Fall 2002 (UTEP) 

Courses Created 

Honors course. Ethnographic Methods and journalistic writing with Dr. Gina Nunez. Spring 2013. 

Assisted Dr. Patricia Witherspoon, then chair of the Communication Department, in the development of a two-year master’s program for 25 reporters and editors from El Diario de Juarez.  (2006) 

Taught two courses in the bilingual master’s: Advanced Investigative and Public Affairs Reporting and Advanced Journalistic Writing  (Spring 2007 and Fall 2007)   
Writing for the Media, bilingual format and web-writing component.  

Public Affairs Reporting, bilingual format.  

PUBLICATIONS 
Daily publishing of news stories, features, story packages and investigative stories from 1976 – Present for The Washington Post, The Miami Herald, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Hispanic Link, Hispanic Magazine and others.  

Arocha, Zita. (2000 July) Beyond Elián: The Pain of la familia cubana. Latina magazine. 

Arocha, Zita, (1994) Contributor to Death by Cheeseburger: High School Journalism in the 1990’s and Beyond. The Freedom Forum.  

Arocha, Zita.  (1993 October) The Religious Right’s March into Public School Governance. The School Administrator. 

Arocha, Zita. (1993)  Inclusiveness in Family Foundations. Council on Foundations.

Arocha, Zita. (1993) Annual Report: Hispanics in News Media:  No Room at the Top, National Association of Hispanic Journalists. 

Arocha, Zita. (1992) Annual report: Hispanics in the News Media: Still Struggling for Entry. National Association of Hispanic Journalists. 

Arocha, Zita (1990) Education Secretary Lauro Cavazos: Failing the Test? Vista magazine. 

Arocha, Zita. (1990 May/June) All Aboard. Minority Trustees. Foundation News Magazine. 

Arocha, Zita. (1990 January/February) The Business of Counting Hispanics. Hispanic magazine. 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

The Cuban girl and the Karma of exile, a memoir

Tres lindas cubanas, a historical novel 
PRESENTATIONS 

Lectures and panels

Arocha, Zita. (August 2017) Presenter. Panel on diversity in journalism education. NAHJ-NABJ 2017 joint conference, Washington, DC. 

Arocha, Zita. (October 2015) Presenter. Bilingual Journalism and Media Summit, sponsored by Open Society Foundation and Center for Investigative Reporting, New York City. 

Arocha, Zita. (Spring 2013) Moderator. Panel on attacks on journalism in Mexico during the drug wars. Panelists included Alfredo Corchado, Angela Kocherga, and others. Center for Journalism in the Americas, UT Austin. 

Arocha, Zita.  (September , 2012) Moderator and panelist. “The New American Poverty: Reporting the Recession’s Impact.” Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA. 

Arocha, Zita. (March 2012)  Moderator. “Borderzine.com: Teaching Newsroom.”  Teaching and Learning Conference. UTEP. 

Arocha, Zita. (Spring 2012) Guest panelist. “Press Freedom in the Americas.”  U.S. State Department Speaker’s Program. DVC with Cuban journalists. 

Arocha, Zita. (Fall 2011) Guest lecturer. “Journalism in the Age of Multimedia.”  U.S. State Department Speaker’s Program.  Dominican Republic. 

Arocha, Zita. (Summer 2010) Panel presenter. “Entrepreneurial Journalism: borderzine.com.”   National Association of Hispanic Journalists conference.” Orlando, FL. 

Arocha, Zita  (2010) Guest lecturer.  “Backpack Journalism.” U.S. State Department Speaker’s Program. DVC with Costa Rica. 

Arocha, Zita. (2009) Guest lecturer. “New Tools for Journalists.” U.S. State Department Speaker’s Program. Panama.
Arocha, Zita. (2007 June) Panel Moderator.  “Threats Against Journalists.” IRE annual conference. Phoenix, AR. 

Arocha, Zita. (2007 April)  Presented paper. “Bilingual Journalism at the U.S.-Mexico border.” American Comparative Literature Association annual conference. Puebla, Mexico. 

Arocha, Zita. (2006 March) Usar Español o Spanglish, Panelist at Annual Conference of National Association of Hispanic Publications, Las Vegas, NV. 

Arocha, Zita. (2005 June) Panel organizer. “Covering the Borderlands: Is the Media Doing it’s Job?” A panel discussion with John Quiñones, Maria Hinojosa, Dianne Solis, and UTEP student Maria Salazar. Annual Conference of National Association of Hispanic Journalists, Fort Worth, Texas. 

Arocha, Zita. (2005 March) Educating Bilingual Journalists and NAHJ Stylebook Workshop. Panelist and Moderator at Annual Conference of National Association of Hispanic Publications, Los Angeles, CA.

Arocha, Zita. (2004 May) Guest Speaker for El Paso Border Press Club on “Reporting Across Borders: News in a Multicultural Age.”  El Paso, Texas.

Arocha, Zita. (2000 November) The Homogenization of Latinos in Journalism and Mass Communication Research. Panelist at 2000 Southwest Symposium of Southwest Council for Journalism and Mass Communication. Tempe, AZ. 

Arocha, Zita. (2000 September) Panelist at diversity conference during the Freedom Forum/ASNE International Journalism Exchange, Arlington, VA.

Arocha, Zita. (2000 January) Lecture on Hispanic Readership for Associated Press Managing Editors conference. San Antonio, Texas, 

Arocha, Zita (1994 September) Presentation of “Hispanics in the News Media.” Testimony before the President’s Federal Glass Ceiling Commission, New York, NY. 

Arocha, Zita. (1989 September-October) U.S. Immigration and Refugee Policy in Encounter ’89: Journalism, Religion and Development. The Graduate School of Journalism. The University of Western Ontario. London, Ontario. 

SERVICE TO STUDENTS 

Coordinate internship placement for over 100 journalism students at top news outlets throughout the U.S., including Scripps Howard News Bureau, Dallas Morning News, San Antonio Express News, Univision Washington, DC. WFLA Tampa, Telemundo Los Angeles, Orange County Register, Austin Monthly, etc. (2002-present)

Manage Scripps Howard Foundation scholarship awards for student journalists to complete summer internships at national news outlets. Have assisted with placing several dozen students since 2006. 

TEACHING WORKSHOPS/ACTIVITIES
Mentor to student journalists in newsroom of Online News Association Conference in Denver, CO. (September 2016) 

Judge for Panama’s National Journalism Awards. (May 2012)

Judge for the Padre Varela Prize in U.S. Spanish Language journalism.  (2008 and 2010)  

Scholarship participant and website contributor. (2007 January) We Media Conference, ifocus organization. University of Miami. Miami, Fla. 

Faculty mentor to UTEP student journalists. (2005 March) National Association of Hispanic Publications Annual Conference. Los Angeles, CA. 

Participant. (2004 June) “Convergence for Journalism Educators.” American Press Institute. Reston, VA. 

Participant, (2002 August) “Curriculum Development Workshop.”  Center for Effective Teaching and Learning. University of Texas at EL Paso. El Paso, TX. 

Participant. (1995 November) The Fundraising School. Indiana University Center on Philanthropy.  

PROJECT FUNDRAISING/DEVELOPMENT/MANAGEMENT  
Multimedia journalism training academy for professors at Hispanic Serving Institutions and Historically Black Colleges and Universities. (May 2016) Funded at $30,000 by Dow Jones News Fund. 

McCormick Specialized Reporting Institute on Immigration. (Fall 2013) Raised $39,000.

Three-day training workshop for 20 U.S. Journalists. 

Dow Jones Multimedia Journalism Academy for HSI professors. (May 2009 – present)

One-week training workshop at UTEP. $125,000 over five years. 

Journalism in July. Dow Jones High School Journalism Workshop at UTEP. (July 2003 – present) Raised approximately $100,000 over 13 years. 

Mexodus reporting project published on borderzine. Students from two U.S. and two Mexican universities reported the exodus of Mexican middle class because of drug violence.  Funded by Ethics and Excellence in Journalism Foundation.  $30,000. 

Borderzine.com website for college journalists. (2008 – present)  Funded by Knight Foundation. $419,000.  Seed grant from Ford Foundation: $30,000. 

Support from Scripps Howard Foundation ($100,000) over four years for journalism student development and computer equipment. 

McCormick Foundation grant (2005-2007) for visiting lecturers in Spanish-language news media.  $30,000. 

Annette Rainville endowment for UTEP student journalists from Scripps Howard News Bureau employees. $30,000 plus and growing. 

Youth Radio Project at UTEP in partnership with Hispanic Radio Network, Washington, DC. (2004-2005) $7000

AARP/NAHP journalism student fellowship.  (2004-2005) $10,000. 

Coordinated fundraising event in Washington, DC (2003) to honor newsman Sam Donaldson. $100,000 plus.

AWARDS
Inducted to NAHJ Hall of Fame. (2016) 

Mayborn Literary Excellence Award (third place) for best nonfiction manuscript. (2013) 

Online News Association Award for “Mexodus” reporting project on borderzine.com. (2012) 
UTEP Achievement Award for Distinguished Service to Students. (2010)

Macy’s Community Star Award for El Paso, Texas. (2007 August) Nominated by UTEP students.  

Finalist. (2006) Journalism Teacher of the Year.  Charles E. Scripps Award. Nominated by UTEP students, faculty, and staff. 

Best Feature Article in English. (1990) Hispanic Journalism Awards Program. The Media Institute. 

News-writing Award. (1978)  “Desegregation at Florida Public Universities and Community Colleges,” published by The Tampa Times. Council for the Advancement and Support of Higher Education.

Public Service Award. (1977) Series on Migrant Labor in Florida, published by The Tampa Times. Florida Press Club.  

SERVICE 


Professional 

Faculty Advisor. UTEP Student Chapter of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists. 2006 – 2015.

Founder and Co Director. Dow Jones High School Summer Journalism Workshop at UTEP.   2002 – present.
Chair. Faculty Senate Committee on Student Publications.  Fall 2009 – Summer 2011.  

Academic Representative. El Paso Press Club. 2006 – 2009.
Advisory Board Member. Epicentro Político. Hispanic Communications Center. Washington, DC. 2006 – 2008.
Board Member. Hispanic Link Journalism Foundation. Washington, DC. 2000 – present.

Judge. Lanzate: Higher Education Award. Southwest Airlines and Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities. July 2005.

Member. Development Advisory Board. Center for Integration and Support of Journalism, San Francisco State University. 1997-1998.


University/Department
Chair. Faculty Senate Committee on Student Publications.  Fall 2009 – Summer 2011.  

Faculty Advisor. NAHJ Student Chapter at UTEP. 2005-present. 

Faculty Advisor. Rotaract student organization. 2005-2008. 

Faculty Advisor for UTEP student intern for NAHP/AARP one-year fellowship at UTEP.   2004-2005. 

Faculty Advisor.  Supervised UTEP student reporters. Kellogg Fellows Leadership Alliance Conference. El Paso, Texas. December 2003. 

Faculty Advisor.  Supervised UTEP student reporters. U.S.–Mexico Philanthropy Partnership Third Learning Community. Synergos Institute. El Paso, Texas. November 2003. 


Community

Advisory Board Member. Projecto Voces e Imagenes Fronterizas. U.S. - Mexico Border Health Association. 2006-present.

Board Member and Fundraising Advisory Committee Member. Frontera Women’s Foundation. El Paso, Texas. 2006-present. 

Judge at statewide journalism contest for El Paso area high schools. Fall 2003 – present.  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

National Association of Hispanic Journalists. 1989 – present. 

Hispanics in Philanthropy. 1997 – 2005. 

Investigative Reporters and Editors. 2006 – present. 

AEJMC. 2006 – present.

Online Journalism Association. 2010 – present. 
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