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2005-2007
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Baltimore, MD



2002-2005
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Professional Experience:

2013-Present
Assistant Professor 
Department of Educational Leadership and Foundations, University of Texas at El Paso
Peer-Reviewed Journals:
1. DeMatthews, D. E. & Izquierdo, E. (forthcoming).  Authentic and social justice 
leadership: A case study of an exemplary principal.  Journal of School 
Leadership.
2. DeMatthews, D. E. & Edwards, D. B., & Rincones, R. (forthcoming, 2016).  Social 
justice 
leadership and community engagement: A successful case from Ciudad 
Juárez, Mexico. Educational Administration Quarterly.
3. DeMatthews, D. E. & Izquierdo, E. (2016). School leadership for Latina/o 
bilingual 
children: A social justice leadership approach. Educational Forum, 80(3).
4. *Coviello, J. & DeMatthews, D. E. (forthcoming, 2016). This too shall pass: A new 
principal’s experience with school improvement. Journal of Cases in Educational 
Leadership.
5. DeMatthews, D. E. (forthcoming, 2016) The racial discipline gap: Critically examining 
policy, culture, and leadership in a struggling urban district.  Journal of Cases in 
Educational Leadership.

6. DeMatthews, D.E. (forthcoming, 2016). Competing priorities and challenges: Principal 
leadership for social justice along the US-Mexico border. Teachers College 
Record, 118(11).
7. DeMatthews, D. E. (forthcoming, 2016). Effective leadership is not enough: Critical 
approaches to closing the racial discipline gap. The Clearing House: A Journal of 
Educational Strategies, Issues and Ideas. 
8. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015). Clearing a path for inclusion: Distributing leadership in a high 
performing elementary school.  Journal of School Leadership, 25(6), 139-166.
9. DeMatthews, D. E., Mungal, A. S., & Carrola, P. A. (2015). Despite best intentions: 
A critical analysis of social justice leadership and decision making. 
Administrative Issues Journal, 5(2), 1-21.
10. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015). Making sense of social justice leadership. A case 



study of a principal’s experiences to create a more inclusive school.  Leadership 


and Policy in Schools, 14(2), 139-166.
11. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015).  Getting teacher evaluation right: What principals need to 
know. The Educational Forum, 79(1), 81-89.
12. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014).  Looks like ten miles of bad road: Cheating, gaming, mistrust, 
and an interim principal in an urban Texas high school.  Journal of Cases in 
Educational Leadership, 17(4), 19-33.

13. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014).  Dimensions of social justice leadership: A critical review of 
actions, challenges, dilemmas, and opportunities for the inclusion of students with 
disabilities in U.S. schools.  International Journal of Education for Social 
Justice, 2(3), 197-222.

14. DeMatthews, D.E. & Mawhinney, H.B. (2014).  Social justice and inclusion:  Exploring 
challenges in an urban district struggling to address inequities. Educational 
Administration Quarterly, 50(5), 844-881.
15. DeMatthews, D.E., Edwards, D.B. & *Nelson, T. E. (2014). Identification Problems: US 
special education eligibility for English language learners.  International Journal 
of Educational Research, 68, 27-34.

16. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014). How to improve curriculum leadership: Integrating leadership 
theory and management strategies.  The Clearing House: A Journal of 
Educational Strategies, Issues and Ideas, 87(5), 1-5.
17. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014). Principal and teacher collaboration.  An exploration of 
distributed leadership in professional learning communities.  International 
Journal of Educational Leadership and Management, 2(2), 176-206.

18. Edwards, D.B., & DeMatthews, D.E. (2014).  Education decentralization in the United 
States, developing countries, and the World Bank: Historical trends and the 
impact of globalization.  Education Policy Analysis Archives, 22(46), 1-39. 
http://epaa.asu.edu/ojs/article/view/1256
19. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014).  Deconstructing systems of segregation: Leadership 
challenges in an urban school.  Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership, 
17(1), 55-69.
20. DeMatthews, D.E. & Edwards, D.B. (2014).  Preparing school leaders for special 
education: Old criticisms and new directions.  School Leadership Review, 9(2), 
41-50. 
21. DeMatthews, D. E. & Mawhinney, H.B. (2013). Addressing the inclusion imperative: An 
urban school district’s responses. Education Policy Analysis Archives, 21(61), 1-
30. http://epaa.asu.edu/ojs/article/view/1283
Books 
1. Sorenson, R., Goldsmith, L., & DeMatthews, D. E. (2016).  The principal's guide to 
managing time: Instructional leadership in the digital age.  Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Corwin Press.
2. DeMatthews, D. E. (proposal development).  The principal’s guide to dual language 
education.

Book Chapters

1. DeMatthews, D. E. (forthcoming). Tupac, unconditional love, and social justice 
leadership in education. In J. Brooks, T. Watson, & F. Beachum. Educational 
leadership and music: Lessons for tomorrow’s school leaders.  Charlotte, NC: 
Informational Age Publishing.
Professional Journals and Media:
1. DeMatthews, D. E., & Izquierdo, E. (2015, October 25). EPISD leads with dual language 
learning. El Paso Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.elpasotimes.com/story/opinion/columnists/2015/10/25/column-episd-
leads-dual-language-learning/74541508/
2. DeMatthews, D. E. (2014, Spring).  What principals need to know about shared decision 
making.  Principal Matters.
3. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014).  If you build it they will learn: What principals must know 
about professional learning communities.  TEPSA: Instructional Leader, 27(4), 1-
5.
4. DeMatthews, D.E. (2013).  Can school leaders learn from educational leadership 
research? TESPA: Instructional Leader, 26(6), 9-12.
Under Review:
1. DeMatthews, D. E., & Izquierdo, E. (under review). The role of principals in developing 
dual language education: Implications for social justice leadership and 
preparation. Journal of Latinos in Education.

2. DeMatthews, D. E. (under review). Baltimore lives matter: Urban high school principal 
perceptions of Freddie Gray and challenging school-community contexts. 
Leadership and Policy in Schools.

3. DeMatthews, D. E. (under review). Attempting social justice leadership. Evidence on the 
successes and shortcomings of three principals trying to make a difference.  
International Journal of Leadership in Education.
4. DeMatthews, D.E., & Izquierdo, E. (under review). Los desaparecidos/The disappeared 
and righting past wrongs: A superintendent’s social justice leadership for dual 
language education along the US-Mexico border.  American Educational 
Research Journal.

5. Edwards, D.B., & DeMatthews, D.E., & Hartley, H. (under review) Accountability and 
competition for charter schools? Theory versus reality in concession schools in 
Bogotá, Colombia. American Educational Research Journal.
6. Pazey, B., & DeMatthews, D. E. (under review). The quest for identity, stability, 



recognition and voice within a turnaround urban high school:  An account of 


students with dis/Abilities seeking to break loose from accountability reform. 


Urban Education.

7. Carrola, P., & DeMatthews, D. E. (under review). Managing the duality of security and 
mental health needs through sense making.  Clinical Supervisor.
8. DeMatthews, D. E., Carey, R. L., Olivarez, A., *Moussavi-Saeedi, K. (under review).  
Guilty 
as charged? Principals’ perspectives and enactment of suspension and the 
racial discipline gap.  Educational Administration Quarterly.
Works in Progress:
Peer-Reviewed Journals

1. DeMatthews, D. E., & *Moussavi-Saeedi, K. (in progress). What are the practitioner 



implications for educational leadership: A critical review of implications from 


empirical research.

2. DeMatthews, D. E. & Tarlau, R. (in progress).  The activist-principal: Redefining social 
justice leadership as the transformation of state-society relations.
3. DeMatthews, D. E., & Olivarez, A. (in progress).  The disability discipline gap: An 



analysis of Texas school districts, emotional disabilities, and disproportionality. 

4. Edwards, D. B., & DeMatthews, D. E. (in progress). Family and community school 
engagement: A case study of a school-community partnership in Ciudad Juarez, 
Mexico.

5. DeMatthews, D.E. (in progress).  Cultivating teacher leadership in an urban middle 
school: An assistant principal’s action research study.  

6. DeMatthews, D.E. (in progress).  Developing a positive behavioral support system in a 
chaotic Middle School.  Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership.
7. DeMatthews, D.E. & Edwards, D.B. (in progress).  Action research as a tool for 
improving principal training.  Management in Education.

Presentations:
1. *Sedrick, S. & DeMatthews, D. E. (2017, April). Controversial public issues at your 
front door: Teaching about police-community tensions in Baltimore.  Paper 
presented at AERA Conference 2017, San Antonio, TX.
2. DeMatthews, D. E., & *Coviello, J. (2016, March). A line in the sand: Leading for social 
justice along the US-Mexico border – A comparative case study.  Paper presented 
at CIES Conference 2016, Vancouver, Canada.
3. Izquierdo, E. & DeMatthews, D.E. (2016, April). Diverse parent perspectives of bilingual 
education: A case study of a district dual language program.  Paper presented at 
AERA Conference 2016, Washington, DC.
4. DeMatthews, D.E., Izquierdo, E., & Mendoza, V.E. (2016, April). Leading dual 
language programs: 
Social justice leadership along the US-Mexico border.  
Paper presented at AERA Conference 2016, Washington, DC.
5. DeMatthews, D.E., & Rincones, R. (2015, November). Principal identity and selection: 
An exploration into the principal pipeline in Mexico. Paper presented at UCEA 
Conference 2015, San Diego, California.
6. DeMatthews, D. E., Collier, V. P., Thomas, W. P., Durant, I., Rincones, R., & Izquierdo, 
E. (2015, November). Leading dual language education: A critical discussion for 
the preparation of future school leaders.  La Cosecha 2015 Annual Dual 
Language Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
7. DeMatthews, D.E., & Izquierdo, E. (2015, November). On the fence: A portraiture of an 



effective principal balancing instructional and social justice leadership.  Paper 


presented at UCEA Conference 2015, San Diego, California.

8. Izquierdo, E. & DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, November).  Not one more! The emergence of 
dual language on the Texas-Mexico border.  Paper presented at UCEA 
Conference 2015, San Diego, California.
9. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, April). Leadership for social justice? A case study of a 
principal trying to create a more inclusive urban elementary school.  Paper 
presented at AERA Conference 2015, Chicago, Illinois.
10. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, April). Contextualizing distributed leadership in professional 
learning communities: A multi-case study of six West Texas elementary schools. 
Paper presented at AERA Conference 2015, Chicago, Illinois.
11. D.B. Edwards, Jr., & DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, April). Historical trends in educational 
decentralization in the United States and developing countries: A periodization 
and comparison in the post-WWII context. Paper presented at AERA Conference, 
Chicago, Illinois.
12. DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, March). Bordering on effective leadership: A comparative case 
study of two leaders along the US-Mexico border. Paper presented at CIES 
Conference 2015, Washington, DC.
13. DeMatthews, D.E., Rincones, R., & Mungal, A. (2015, March). Effective principal 
leadership in high poverty schools: A multi-case study in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. 
Paper presented at CIES Conference 2015, Washington, DC.
14. *Moussavi-Saeedi, K., & DeMatthews, D.E. (2015, March). Prioritizing culture and 
tradition on an American Indian reservation: A single case study of the sage river 
school district.  Paper presented at CIES Conference 2015, Washington, DC.
15. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014, November). Distributing leadership to create a more inclusive 
and socially just high-performing school.  Paper presented at UCEA Conference 
2014, Washington, DC.
16. DeMatthews, D.E., & Edwards, D.B. (2014, November). Building hope through a school 
in Ciudad Juarez: A qualitative case study.  Paper presented at UCEA Conference 
2014, Washington, DC.
17. Rincones, R., & DeMatthews, D.E. (2014, November). Against all odds: The role of the 
principal in high needs, high performing schools in Mexico. Paper presented at 
UCEA Conference 2014, Washington, DC.
18.  DeMatthews, D.E. (2014, April).  Social justice leadership on the US-Mexico Border.  
Paper presented at AERA Conference 2014, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

19. DeMatthews, D.E., & *Nelson, T. (2014, March).  Leadership for social justice in the 
world’s most dangerous city.  Paper presented at Comparative and International 
Education Society Annual Conference 2014, Toronto, Canada.
20. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014, January).  School leadership cognition and social justice 
values:  Exploring the experiences of principals striving for inclusive schools.  
TCPEA 2014 Midwinter Conference, Austin, Texas.
21. DeMatthews, D.E. & Edwards, D.B. (2013, November). ¿Qué pasa aquí?: US 
borderland special education eligibility policies for English language learners.  
Paper presented at WERA Conference 2013, Guanajuato, Mexico.
22. DeMatthews, D.E. (2013, November). For better or worse: An urban school district’s 
efforts to create more inclusive schools.  Paper presented at UCEA Conference 
2013, Indianapolis, Indiana.

23. DeMatthews, D.E. & Mawhinney, H.B. (2013, November).  Social justice leadership for 
students with disabilities.  Paper presented at UCEA Conference 2013, 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

24. DeMatthews, D.E. (2010, May). Preparing a new generation of leaders: A call to include 
special education training to principals. Paper presented to the College of 
Education Graduate Student Research Conference, University of Maryland, 
College Park.

25. Chen, E. & DeMatthews, D.E. (2009, November). Extending the Conversation: 
Advocating For an Inclusive and Pragmatic Approach.  Poster Session at UCEA 
Convention 2009, Anaheim, California.
26. DeMatthews, D.E. (2007, April).  A Portfolio of Teacher Progress.  Presentation at Johns 
Hopkins University School of Education, Baltimore, Maryland.
Invited Presentations:
1. DeMatthews, D. E. (2015, October 26). Instructional leadership and early childhood 
education centers: Opportunities and challenges.  Invited Presentation at YWCA 
Early Childhood Learning Center of El Paso: El Paso, Texas.
2. DeMatthews, D. E. (2015, October 12). Social justice and social justice leadership: A 
critical discussion on education policy and research.  Invited Presentation at 
California State University: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California.
3. DeMatthews, D. E. (2014, December 10). UTEP and your future: A discussion of post-
secondary choices.  Invited Presentation at El Paso Junior Leadership, El Paso, 
Texas.
4. DeMatthews, D.E. (2014, October 14). Inclusion confusion: Special education, inclusion, 
and social justice leadership.  Invited Presentation at Soka University of America, 
Aliso Viejo, California.
Grants:
Co-Principal Investigator. Project CERCER.  U.S. Department of Education. (In progress).

Principal Investigator: A national study of high stakes cheating and who gets hurt.  Spencer 
Foundation Small Research Grant.  Funding Proposed: $39,947. (Under Review).

Co-author for US Department of Education School Leadership Program Grant, Office of 
Innovation and Improvement.  CDFA: 84.363.  Competition ID: 84-363A2013-2.  
Funding Proposed: $3,967,595. (Unfunded).
Interviews and Other Non-Refereed Publications:

DeMatthews, D. E. (2015, April 21).  Hanne Mawhinney: A tribute to my mentor.  UCEA Blog. 
http://www.ucea.org/hanne-mawhinney-a-tribute-to-my-mentor/
Cardoza, K. (2013, November, 22).  Quoted in the article and on air story: Inside the death of a 

D.C. public school.  WAMU 88.5. http://wamu.org/programs/metro_connection/13/11/22/inside_the_death_of_a_d_c_public_school?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A%20WAMU885MetroConnection%20%28WAMU%3A%20Metro%20Connection%29
DeMatthews, D.E. (2013, November 1).  Podcast discussion on the article “Addressing the 


Inclusion Imperative: An Urban District’s Response.”  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RbSSWJ8Zr7Y
UELIP Blogspot (2010, August, 12).  Quoted in the article: UELP Success Stories.  

http://uelip.blogspot.com/2010/08/uelip-success-stories.html
Skalka, J. (2007, January, 16). Quoted in the article: O’Malley Pledges Funds for School 

Construction.  Baltimore Sun. 
http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2007-01-16/news/0701160043_1_o-malley
Service:

National Service to Field

· National Educational Leadership Preparation Standards Committee: 2015-2016

· UCEA Plenum Session Representation: 2014-present
· UCEA Partner Representative: CEEDAR Center: 2015-present
· Council for Administrators in Special Education, Research Committee: 2014-2017
· Journal of Research on Leadership Education, Editorial Board: 2015-2018
· Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership, Editorial Board: 2016-2017
Editorial Service/Peer Reviewer (number of papers reviewed):
· American Educational Research Journal 2015-present (1)

· International Journal of Leadership in Education (1)

· Journal of School Leadership: 2014-present (2)
· Educational Administration Quarterly: 2013-present (3)
· Urban Education: 2014-present (2)
· Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership: 2013-present (8)
· Education Policy Analysis Archives: 2012-present (4)
· International Journal of Inclusive Education: 2013 (2)
· Journal of Research on Leadership Education: 2013-present (4)
· University Council of Educational Administration: 2013-present 
· American Educational Research Association: 2013-present 
· International Journal of Educational Policy and Leadership: 2013 (1)
University Service:

· Advisory Board, Campus Office of Undergraduate Research Initiatives (COURI): 2015-present
· Chair, Assistant/Associate Professor Search Committee, Educational Leadership and Foundations: 2015

· Academic Policy Committee: 2013-present

· Graduate School Outstanding Thesis and Dissertation Selection Committee: 2014

Board and Community Service:

· City of El Paso, Fair Housing Task Force, Ex-Officio Member: 2015
· Urban Education Leaders Internship Program (Board Member): 2014-2015
· El Paso Museum and Cultural Affairs Community Arts Project Panelist: 2014

Awards:

· Finalist for 2013 Dissertation of the Year Award in AERA Leadership for School Improvement 
· Melvin and Ryan Cohen Scholarship in 2009 ($2,500)

Professional Certification:

· Standard Professional Certificate:  Secondary Social Studies, Grades 7-12, Maryland (2006-present)
· Therapeutic Crisis Intervention Certificate (2011-present)

· School Administrator Certificate: Principal/Assistant Principal, K-12, District of Columbia (2010-present)
Professional Memberships:
· Baltimore City Teaching Residency (2005-2007)
· UMBC Teaching American History in Baltimore City Program (2006)
· American Education Research Association (2007-present)
· University Council of Educational Administration (2007-present)
· Council for Exceptional Children (2009-present)
· Urban Education Leaders Internship Program (2009)
· Council of School Officers (2010-2012)
AERA SIG Memberships:

· Districts in Research and Reform (SIG #156)
· Leadership for School Improvement (SIG #101)
· Leadership for Social Justice (SIG #165)
· Learning and Teaching in Educational Leadership (SIG #129)
Courses Developed:
· EDAD 5311 Curriculum Leadership (Principal Certification Course) (Online)
· EDAD 5348 Administration of School Personnel (Principal Certification Course)
· EDAD 5388 Central Office Administration (Superintendent Certification Course)

· EDAD 5370 Graduate Workshop in Educational Administration and Supervision: Special Education Law and Policy (Principal Certification Course)
· EDAD 5389 School Superintendent Internship (Superintendent Certification Course)
· EDAD 5386 Educational Policy Development (Superintendent Certification Course)
* Graduate student, doctoral advisee, or recent alumni
